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 he George R. Brown Convention Center in  
 downtown Houston was the new host site for  
 this year’s inaugural WaterJet Technology  
 Association (WJTA)-Industrial & Municipal  
 Cleaning Association (IMCA) Expo held August 
17th through August 19th. In years past WJTA has hosted its 
biennial event at the Marriott Westchase in Houston, but this 
year chose the downtown site to meet the association’s need 
for a larger facility. IMCA is a newly organized special inter-
est group within WJTA, which has an active interest in in-
dustrial cleaning and maintenance for municipalities and  
industrial plants. This year’s show welcomed participants from  

all over the world and was an excellent opportunity to visit  
with other attendees, share ideas, and learn from each other.
 This joint effort was met with success as fifty-seven com-
panies exhibited and displayed waterjet supplies, equipment, 
systems, safety gear, and services; industrial cleaning equip-
ment; and vacuum and tank trucks and hydro-excavators. 
 The Industry Appreciation Reception began this year’s 
event on Tuesday evening. This was an ideal time to get 
acquainted with fellow attendees and enjoy some superb 
food provided and sponsored by StoneAge, Inc.  
 On Wednesday, live demonstrations from ten participating 
companies provided detailed information about waterjet 
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applications. The demonstrations were held on a lot 
adjacent to the Convention Center. Aqua-Sales/Armadillo 
Tube Cleaning removed solid concrete from a tube with 
the Armadillo Tube Cleaning System, and participants 
were able to view the interior surface of the cleaned tube 
via a long reach video camera. FS Solutions demon-
strated its mobile training simulator designed to help 
customers increase job safety, operational efficiency, and 
regulatory compliance in a variety of applications. GapVax 
demonstrated the vacuuming and offloading capabilities 
of its HV-57 High Dump. Gardner Denver Water Jetting 
Systems demonstrated its 325-20HC-DT unit powering 
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hand-held tight shutoff guns and converting the system 
from 20,000 to 10,000 psi operation for rotary line clean-
ing. Hammelmann Corporartion performed a tank clean-
ing demonstration using its XXL tank cleaner designed 
for cutting very hard scale, refractory, polymers, and 
other materials from tanks and vessels. 
 Jet Edge demonstrated precision waterjet cutting of 
intricate designs in metal on its Mid Rail Gantry waterjet 
cutting system in the exhibit hall. NLB Corp. demon-
strated its Saflex-2000 semi-automated tube lancing system. 
Peinemann Equipment USA demonstrated high pressure 
cleaning machines for heat exchangers, including the triple 
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lance TLE-B utilizing flex lances. StoneAge, Inc. demon-
strated waterblasting with the “Shrouded Banshee” tube 
cleaning tools by drilling holes through concrete and rock 
and sewer line cleaning with the Warthog. Terydon, Inc. 
demonstrated abrasive waterjet cutting using the 
JACKTRACK Vacuum and tube cleaning with the HELM 
(heat exchanger lancing machine). TurtleSkin Water Armor 
demonstrated the durability of the new MFA Water Armor 
PPE system, which is certified to meet the proposed new 
EN standard of a 40,000 psi 0 degree waterjet at the stand-
off of three inches and a swipe speed of 1.6 feet per second 
at a flow of 5.5 gallons per minute.
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 The Boot Camp Educational Sessions 
began after the live demos and contin-
ued throughout the conference until 
the show ended on Thursday after-
noon. These 30 minute presentations 
by industry experts were filled with 
beneficial information for those in 
attendance. Boot camps were held 
Wednesday and Thursday.
 A special extended boot camp ses-
sion was presented by Kathy Krupp, 
managed services leader of Dow 
Chemical Company, and Sam Harkins, 

environmental, health, safety, and 
training director of Veolia ES Industrial 
Services. Krupp and Harkins described 
the Dow and Veolia partnership that 
has resulted in a reduction of hydro-
blasting risks and incidents through 
technological improvements, imple-
menting automated procedures, and 
safety innovations. Krupp and Harkins 
shared success stories in hydroblasting 
technology applications, as well as 
safety controls and work processes. 
 This year twelve boot camp sessions 
were offered covering a wide range of 
topics. Everything from DOT Regula-
tions for Trucks/Trailers, Safety in Water-
jetting, High Pressure Waterblasting, 
Waterjet 101, Nozzle Selection or Sewer 
Cleaning, and Plant Safety were offered. 
 The exhibit floor also opened after 
the live demonstrations and remained 
open until the show closed at 3:00  
P.M. on Thursday. The following were 
sponsors of the 2010 Conference and 
Expo: Platinum Sponsor—StoneAge, Inc.; 
Gold Sponsor—Veolia Environmental 

Services; Silver Sponsors—High Pres-
sure Equipment Company, Parker 
Hannifin-EPD, and TurtleSkin Water 
Armor by Warwick; Bronze Sponsors—
GMA Garnet (USA) Corporation, Gard-
ner Denver Water Jetting Systems, Peine-
mann Equipment, and Terydon, Inc. 
 Ken Carroll, association manager, 
had this to say about the 2011 conference: 
 “In 2010, we had an increase of 56 per-
cent in occupied exhibit space over 2009. 
Moving to the George R. Brown Conven-
tion Center will allow for future growth.

 “In 2011, we will have space avail-
able for the outside live demonstra-
tions on Tuesday, September 20, 2011, 
and Wednesday, September 21, 2011.
 “There will be paper presentations 
on the most up-to-date advances in 
waterjetting and industrial cleaning 
equipment, techniques, and applica-
tions on Tuesday and Wednesday.
 “Mark your calendar for the move 
from August to September, which will 
provide cooler temperatures at the 
Conference and Expo.” CT
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